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EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS

RULES OF THE COMMITTEE ON
AGRICULTURE

HON. FRANK D. LUCAS

OF OKLAHOMA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, January 26, 2011

Mr. LUCAS. Mr. Speaker, | am pleased to
submit, pursuant to Rule XI, clause 2(a) of the
Rules of the House, a copy of the Rules of the
Committee on Agriculture, which were adopted
at the organizational meeting of the Com-
mittee on January 25, 2011.

Appendix A of the Committee Rules will in-
clude excerpts from the Rules of the House
relevant to the operation of the Committee.
Appendix B will include relevant excerpts from
the Congressional Budget Act of 1974. In the
interests of minimizing printing costs, Appen-
dices A and B are omitted from this submis-
sion.

RULES OF THE COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE

112TH CONGRESS
RULE I—GENERAL PROVISIONS

(a) APPLICABILITY OF HOUSE RULES.—(1)
The Rules of the House shall govern the pro-
cedure of the Committee and its subcommit-
tees, and the rules of the Committee on Agri-
culture so far as applicable shall be inter-
preted in accordance with the Rules of the
House, except that a motion to recess from
day to day, and a motion to dispense with
the first reading (in full) of a bill or resolu-
tion, if printed copies are available, are non-
debatable privileged motions in the Com-
mittee and its subcommittees. (See Appendix
A for the applicable Rules of the U.S. House
of Representatives.)

(2) As provided in clause 1(a)(2) of House
Rule XI, each subcommittee is part of the
Committee and is subject to the authority
and direction of the Committee and its rules
so far as applicable. (See also Committee
rules III, IV, V, VI, VII and X, infra.)

(b) AUTHORITY TO CONDUCT INVESTIGA-
TIONS.—The Committee and its subcommit-
tees, after consultation with the Chairman
of the Committee, may conduct such inves-
tigations and studies as they may consider
necessary or appropriate in the exercise of
their responsibilities under Rule X of the
Rules of the House and in accordance with
clause 2(m) of House Rule XI.

(c) AUTHORITY TO PRINT.—The Committee
is authorized by the Rules of the House to
have printed and bound testimony and other
data presented at hearings held by the Com-
mittee and its subcommittees. All costs of
stenographic services and transcripts in con-
nection with any meeting or hearing of the
Committee and its subcommittees shall be
paid from applicable accounts of the House
described in clause 1(i)(1) of House Rule X in
accordance with clause 1(c) of House Rule XI.
(See also paragraphs (d), (e) and (f) of Com-
mittee rule VIII.)

(d) VICE CHAIRMAN.—The Member of the
majority party on the Committee or sub-
committee designated by the Chairman of
the full Committee shall be the vice chair-
man of the Committee or subcommittee in
accordance with clause 2(d) of House Rule
XI.

(e) PRESIDING MEMBER.—If the Chairman of
the Committee or subcommittee is not

present at any Committee or subcommittee
meeting or hearing, the vice chairman shall
preside. If the Chairman and vice chairman
of the Committee or subcommittee are not
present at a Committee or subcommittee
meeting or hearing the ranking Member of
the majority party who is present shall pre-
side in accordance with clause 2(d), House
Rule XI.

(f) PUBLICATION OF RULES.—The Commit-
tee’s rules shall be publicly available in elec-
tronic form and published in the Congres-
sional Record not later than 30 days after the
Chair is elected in each odd-numbered year
as provided in clause 2(a) of House Rule XI.

(g) JOINT COMMITTEE REPORTS OF INVES-
TIGATION OR STUDY.—A report of an inves-
tigation or study conducted jointly by more
than one committee may be filed jointly,
provided that each of the committees com-
plies independently with all requirements for
approval and filing of the report.

RULE II.—COMMITTEE BUSINESS MEETINGS—

REGULAR, ADDITIONAL AND SPECIAL

(a) REGULAR MEETINGS.—(1) Regular meet-
ings of the Committee, in accordance with
clause 2(b) of House Rule XI, shall be held on
the first Wednesday of every month to trans-
act its business unless such day is a holiday,
or Congress is in recess or is adjourned, in
which case the Chairman shall determine the
regular meeting day of the Committee, if
any, for that month. The Chairman shall
provide each member of the Committee, as
far in advance of the day of the regular
meeting as practicable, a written agenda of
such meeting. Items may be placed on the
agenda by the Chairman or a majority of the
Committee. If the Chairman believes that
there will not be any bill, resolution or other
matter considered before the full Committee
and there is no other business to be trans-
acted at a regular meeting, the meeting may
be cancelled or it may be deferred until such
time as, in the judgment of the Chairman,
there may be matters which require the
Committee’s consideration. This paragraph
shall not apply to meetings of any sub-
committee. (See paragraph (f) of Committee
rule X for provisions that apply to meetings
of subcommittees.)

(b) ADDITIONAL MEETINGS.—(1) The Chair-
man may call and convene, as he or she con-
siders necessary, which may not commence
earlier than the third day on which members
have notice thereof after consultation with
the Ranking Minority Member of the Com-
mittee or after concurrence with the Rank-
ing Minority Member, additional meetings of
the Committee for the consideration of any
bill or resolution pending before the Com-
mittee or for the conduct of other Com-
mittee business. The Committee shall meet
for such additional meetings pursuant to the
notice from the Chairman.

(2) A hearing or meeting may begin sooner
than specified in clause (1) (in which case the
chair shall make the announcement specified
at the earliest possible time) if the com-
mittee so determines by majority vote in the
presence of the number of members required
under the rules of the committee for the
transaction of business.

(3) At least 24 hours prior to the com-
mencement of a meeting for the markup of a
measure or matter the Chair shall cause the
text of such measure or matter to be made
publicly available in electronic form.

(c) SPECIAL MEETINGS.—If at least three
members of the Committee desire that a spe-

cial meeting of the Committee be called by
the Chairman, those members may file in the
offices of the Committee their written re-
quest to the Chairman for such special meet-
ing. Such request shall specify the measure
or matters to be considered. Immediately
upon the filing of the request, the Majority
Staff Director (serving as the clerk of the
Committee for such purpose) shall notify the
Chairman of the filing of the request. If,
within three calendar days after the filing of
the request, the Chairman does not call the
requested special meeting to be held within 7
calendar days after the filing of the request,
a majority of the members of the Committee
may file in the offices of the Committee
their written notice that a special meeting
of the Committee will be held, specifying the
date and hour thereof, and the measures or
matter to be considered at that special meet-
ing in accordance with clause 2(c)(2) of House
Rule XI. The Committee shall meet on that
date and hour. Immediately upon the filing
of the notice, the Majority Staff Director
(serving as the clerk) of the Committee shall
notify all members of the Committee that
such meeting will be held and inform them of
its date and hour and the measure or matter
to be considered, and only the measure or
matter specified in that notice may be con-
sidered at that special meeting.
RULE III.—OPEN MEETINGS AND HEARINGS;
BROADCASTING

(a) OPEN MEETINGS AND HEARINGS.—Each
meeting for the transaction of business, in-
cluding the markup of legislation, and each
hearing by the Committee or a sub-
committee shall be open to the public unless
closed in accordance with clause 2(g) of
House Rule XI. (See Appendix A.)

(b) BROADCASTING AND PHOTOGRAPHY.—
Whenever a Committee or subcommittee
meeting for the transaction of business, in-
cluding the markup of legislation, or a hear-
ing is open to the public, that meeting or
hearing shall:

(1) To the maximum extent practicable the
Committee shall provide audio and video
coverage of each hearing or meeting for the
transaction of business in a manner that al-
lows the public to easily listen to and view
the proceedings and shall maintain the re-
cordings of such coverage in a manner that
is easily accessible to the public.

(2) Be open to coverage by television,
radio, and still photography in accordance
with clause 4 of House Rule XI (See Appendix
A). When such radio coverage is conducted in
the Committee or subcommittee, written no-
tice to that effect shall be placed on the desk
of each Member. The Chairman of the Com-
mittee or subcommittee, shall not limit the
number of television or still cameras per-
mitted in a hearing or meeting room to
fewer than two representatives from each
medium (except for legitimate space or safe-
ty considerations, in which case pool cov-
erage shall be authorized).

(¢) CLOSED MEETINGS.—ATTENDEES.—No
person other than Members of the Com-
mittee or subcommittee and such congres-
sional staff and departmental representa-
tives as the Committee or subcommittee
may authorize shall be present at any busi-
ness or markup session that has been closed
to the public as provided in clause 2(g)(1) of
House Rule XI.

(d) ADDRESSING THE COMMITTEE.—A Com-
mittee member may address the Committee

® This “bullet” symbol identifies statements or insertions which are not spoken by a Member of the Senate on the floor.

Matter set in this typeface indicates words inserted or appended, rather than spoken, by a Member of the House on the floor.
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or a subcommittee on any bill, motion, or
other matter under consideration (See Com-
mittee rule VII (e) relating to questioning a
witness at a hearing). The time a member
may address the Committee or sub-
committee for any such purpose shall be lim-
ited to five minutes, except that this time
limit may be waived by unanimous consent.
A member shall also be limited in his or her
remarks to the subject matter under consid-
eration, unless the Member receives unani-
mous consent to extend his or her remarks
beyond such subject.

(e) MEETINGS TO BEGIN PROMPTLY.—Subject
to the presence of a quorum, each meeting or
hearing of the Committee and its sub-
committees shall begin promptly at the time
so stipulated in the public announcement of
the meeting or hearing.

(f) PROHIBITION ON PROXY VOTING.—No vote
by any Member of the Committee or sub-
committee with respect to any measure or
matter may be cast by proxy.

(g) LOCATION OF PERSONS AT MEETINGS.—No
person other than the Committee or sub-
committee Members and Committee or sub-
committee staff may be seated in the ros-
trum area during a meeting of the Com-
mittee or subcommittee unless by unani-
mous consent of Committee or sub-
committee.

(h) CONSIDERATION OF AMENDMENTS AND
MoTIONS.—A Member, upon request, shall be
recognized by the Chairman to address the
Committee or subcommittee at a meeting
for a period limited to five minutes on behalf
of an amendment or motion offered by the
Member or another Member, or upon any
other matter under consideration, unless the
Member receives unanimous consent to ex-
tend the time limit. Every amendment or
motion made in Committee or subcommittee
shall, upon the demand of any Member
present, be reduced to writing, and a copy
thereof shall be made available to all Mem-
bers present. Such amendment or motion
shall not be pending before the Committee or
subcommittee or voted on until the require-
ments of this paragraph have been met.

(i) DEMANDING RECORD VOTE.—

(1) A record vote of the Committee or sub-
committee on a question or action shall be
ordered on a demand by one-fifth of the
Members present.

(2) The Chairman of the Committee or Sub-
committee may postpone further pro-
ceedings when a record vote is ordered on the
question of approving a measure or matter
or on adopting an amendment. If the Chair-
man postpones further proceedings:

(A) the Chairman may resume such post-
poned proceedings, after giving Members
adequate notice, at a time chosen in con-
sultation with the Ranking Minority Mem-
ber; and

(B) notwithstanding any intervening order
for the previous question, the underlying
proposition on which proceedings were post-
poned shall remain subject to further debate
or amendment to the same extent as when
the question was postponed.

(j) SUBMISSION OF MOTIONS OR AMENDMENTS
IN ADVANCE OF BUSINESS MEETINGS.—The
Committee and subcommittee-Chairman
may request and Committee and sub-
committee Members should, insofar as prac-
ticable, cooperate in providing copies of pro-
posed amendments or motions to the Chair-
man and the Ranking Minority Member of
the Committee or the subcommittee twenty-
four hours before a Committee or sub-
committee business meeting.

(k) POINTS OF ORDER.—No point of order
against the hearing or meeting procedures of
the Committee or subcommittee shall be en-
tertained unless it is made in a timely fash-
ion.

(1) LIMITATION ON COMMITTEE SITTINGS.—
The Committee or subcommittees may not
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sit during a joint session of the House and
Senate or during a recess when a joint meet-
ing of the House and Senate is in progress.

(m) PROHIBITION OF WIRELESS TELE-
PHONES.—Use of wireless phones during a
committee or subcommittee hearing or
meeting is prohibited.

RULE IV.—QUORUMS

(a) WORKING QUORUM.—One-third of the
members of the Committee or a sub-
committee shall constitute a quorum for
taking any action, other than as noted in
paragraphs (b) and (c).

(b) MAJORITY QUORUM.—A majority of the
members of the Committee or subcommittee
shall constitute a quorum for:

(1) the reporting of a bill, resolution or
other measure (See clause 2(h)(1) of House
Rules XI, and Committee rule VIII);

(2) the closing of a meeting or hearing to
the public pursuant to clauses 2(g), 2(k)(5)
and 2(k)(7) of the Rule XI of the Rules of the
House;

(3) the authorizing of a subpoena as pro-
vided in clause 2(m)(3), of House Rule XI (See
also Committee rule VI.); and

(4) as where required by a rule of the
House.

() QUORUM FOR TAKING TESTIMONY.—Two
members of the Committee or subcommittee
shall constitute a quorum for the purpose of
taking testimony and receiving evidence.

RULE V.—RECORDS

(a) MAINTENANCE OF RECORDS.—The Com-
mittee shall keep a complete record of all
Committee and subcommittee action which
shall include—

(1) in the case of any meeting or hearing
transcripts, a substantially verbatim ac-
count of remarks actually made during the
proceedings, subject only to technical, gram-
matical and typographical corrections au-
thorized by the person making the remarks
involved, and

(2) written minutes shall include a record
of all Committee and subcommittee action
and a record of all votes on any question and
a tally on all record votes. The result of each
such record vote shall be made available by
the Committee for inspection by the public
at reasonable times in the offices of the
Committee and by telephone request and
also made publicly available in electronic
form within 48 hours of such record vote. Not
later than 24 hours after adoption of an
amendment to a measure or matter, the
chair of the Committee shall cause the text
of such amendment adopted thereto to be
made publicly available in electronic form.
Information so available for public inspec-
tion shall include a description of the
amendment, motion, order or other propo-
sition and the name of each member voting
for and each member voting against such
amendment, motion, order, or proposition,
and the names of those members present but
not voting.

(b) AcCESS TO AND CORRECTION OF
RECORDS.—Any public witness, or person au-
thorized by such witness, during Committee
office hours in the Committee offices and
within two weeks of the close of hearings,
may obtain a transcript copy of that public
witness’s testimony and make such tech-
nical, grammatical and typographical cor-
rections as authorized by the person making
the remarks involved as will not alter the
nature of testimony given. There shall be
prompt return of such corrected copy of the
transcript to the Committee. Members of the
Committee or subcommittee shall receive
copies of transcripts for their prompt review
and correction and prompt return to the
Committee. The Committee or sub-
committee may order the printing of a hear-
ing record without the corrections of any
Member or witness if it determines that such
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Member or witness has been afforded a rea-
sonable time in which to make such correc-
tions and further delay would seriously im-
pede the consideration of the legislative ac-
tion that is subject of the hearing. The
record of a hearing shall be closed ten cal-
endar days after the last oral testimony, un-
less the Committee or subcommittee deter-
mines otherwise. Any person requesting to
file a statement for the record of a hearing
must so request before the hearing concludes
and must file the statement before the
record is closed unless the Committee or sub-
committee determines otherwise. The Com-
mittee or subcommittee may reject any
statement in light of its length or its tend-
ency to defame, degrade, or incriminate any
person.

(¢c) PROPERTY OF THE HOUSE.—All Com-
mittee and subcommittee hearings, records,
data, charts, and files shall be kept separate
and distinct from the congressional office
records of the Members serving as Chairman
and such records shall be the property of the
House and all Members of the House shall
have access thereto. The Majority Staff Di-
rector shall promptly notify the Chairman
and the Ranking Minority Member of any re-
quest for access to such records.

(d) AVAILABILITY OF ARCHIVED RECORDS.—
The records of the Committee at the Na-
tional Archives and Records Administration
shall be made available for public use in ac-
cordance with House Rule VII. The Chairman
shall notify the Ranking Minority Member
of the Committee of the need for a Com-
mittee order pursuant to clause 3(b)(3) or
clause 4(b) of such House Rule, to withhold a
record otherwise available.

(e) SPECIAL RULES FOR CERTAIN RECORDS
AND PROCEEDINGS.—A stenographic record of
a business meeting of the Committee or sub-
committee may be kept and thereafter may
be published if the Chairman of the Com-
mittee, after consultation with the Ranking
Minority Member, determines there is need
for such a record. The proceedings of the
Committee or subcommittee in a closed
meeting, evidence or testimony in such
meeting, shall not be divulged unless other-
wise determined by a majority of the Com-
mittee or subcommittee.

(f) ELECTRONIC AVAILABILITY OF COMMITTEE
PUBLICATIONS.—To the maximum extent fea-
sible, the Committee shall make its publica-
tions available in electronic form.

RULE VI.—POWER TO SIT AND ACT; SUBPOENA
POWER

(a) AUTHORITY TO SIT AND AcCT.—For the
purpose of carrying out any of its function
and duties under House Rules X and XI, the
Committee and each of its subcommittees is
authorized (subject to paragraph (b)(1) of
this rule)—

(1) to sit and act at such times and places
within the United States whether the House
is in session, has recessed, or has adjourned
and to hold such hearings, and

(2) to require, by subpoena or otherwise,
the attendance and testimony of such wit-
nesses and the production of such books,
records, correspondence, memoranda, papers
and documents, as it deems necessary. The
Chairman of the Committee or sub-
committee, or any member designated by
the Chairman, may administer oaths to any
witness.

(b) ISSUANCE OF SUBPOENAS.—(1) A sub-
poena may be authorized and issued by the
Committee or subcommittee under para-
graph (a)(2) in the conduct of any investiga-
tion or series of investigations or activities,
only when authorized by a majority of the
members voting, a majority being present, as
provided in clause 2(m)(3)(A) of House Rule
XI. Such authorized subpoenas shall be
signed by the Chairman of the Committee or



January 26, 2011

by any member designated by the Com-
mittee. As soon as practicable after a sub-
poena is issued under this rule, the Chairman
shall notify all members of the Committee of
such action.

(2) Notice of a meeting to consider a mo-
tion to authorize and issue a subpoena
should be given to all Members of the Com-
mittee by 5 p.m. of the day preceding such
meeting.

(3) Compliance with any subpoena issued
by the Committee or subcommittee under
paragraph (a)(2) may be enforced only as au-
thorized or directed by the House.

(4) A subpoena duces tecum may specify
terms of return other than at a meeting or
hearing of the committee or subcommittee
authorizing the subpoena.

(c) EXPENSES OF SUBPOENAED WITNESSES.—
Each witness who has been subpoenaed, upon
the completion of his or her testimony be-
fore the Committee or any subcommittee,
may report to the offices of the Committee,
and there sign appropriate vouchers for trav-
el allowances and attendance fees to which
he or she is entitled. If hearings are held in
cities other than Washington D.C., the sub-
poenaed witness may contact the Majority
Staff Director of the Committee, or his or
her representative, before leaving the hear-
ing room.

RULE VII.—HEARING PROCEDURES

(a) POWER TO HEAR.—For the purpose of
carrying out any of its functions and duties
under House Rule X and XI, the Committee
and its subcommittees are authorized to sit
and hold hearings at any time or place with-
in the United States whether the House is in
session, has recessed, or has adjourned. (See
paragraph (a) of Committee rule VI and para-
graph (f) of Committee rule X for provisions
relating to subcommittee hearings and meet-
ings.)

(b) ANNOUNCEMENT.—The Chairman of the
Committee shall after consultation with the
Ranking Minority Member of the Com-
mittee, make a public announcement of the
date, place and subject matter of any Com-
mittee hearing at least one week before the
commencement of the hearing. The Chair-
man of a subcommittee shall schedule a
hearing only after consultation with the
Chairman of the Committee and after con-
sultation with the Ranking Minority Mem-
ber of the subcommittee, and the Chairmen
of the other subcommittees after such con-
sultation with the Committee Chairman, and
shall request the Majority Staff Director to
make a public announcement of the date,
place, and subject matter of such hearing at
least one week before the hearing. If the
Chairman of the Committee or the sub-
committee, with concurrence of the Ranking
Minority Member of the Committee or sub-
committee, determines there is good cause
to begin the hearing sooner, or if the Com-
mittee or subcommittee so determines by
majority vote, a quorum being present for
the transaction of business, the Chairman of
the Committee or subcommittee, as appro-
priate, shall request the Majority Staff Di-
rector to make such public announcement at
the earliest possible date. The clerk of the
Committee shall promptly notify the Daily
Digest Clerk of the Congressional Record,
and shall promptly enter the appropriate in-
formation into the Committee scheduling
service of the House Information Systems as
soon as possible after such public announce-
ment is made.

(c) SCHEDULING OF WITNESSES.—Except as
otherwise provided in this rule, the sched-
uling of witnesses and determination of the
time allowed for the presentation of testi-
mony at hearings shall be at the discretion
of the Chairman of the Committee or sub-
committee, unless a majority of the Com-
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mittee or subcommittee determines other-
wise.

(d) WRITTEN STATEMENT; ORAL TESTI-
MONY.—(1) Each witness who is to appear be-
fore the Committee or a subcommittee, shall
insofar as practicable file with the Majority
Staff Director of the Committee, at least two
working days before day of his or her appear-
ance, a written statement of proposed testi-
mony. Witnesses shall provide sufficient cop-
ies of their statement for distribution to
Committee or subcommittee Members, staff,
and the news media. Insofar as practicable,
the Committee or subcommittee staff shall
distribute such written statements to all
Members of the Committee or subcommittee
as soon as they are received as well as any
official reports from departments and agen-
cies on such subject matter. All witnesses
may be limited in their oral presentations to
brief summaries of their statements within
the time allotted to them, at the discretion
of the Chairman of the Committee or sub-
committee, in light of the nature of the tes-
timony and the length of time available.

(2) As noted in paragraph (a) of Committee
rule VI, the Chairman of the Committee or
one of its subcommittees, or any Member
designated by the Chairman, may administer
an oath to any witness.

(3) To the greatest extent practicable, each
witness appearing in a non-governmental ca-
pacity shall include with the written state-
ment of proposed testimony a curriculum
vitae and disclosure of the amount and
source (by agency and program) of any Fed-
eral grant (or subgrant thereof) or contract
(or subcontract thereof) received during the
current fiscal year or either of the two pre-
ceding fiscal years. Such statements, with
appropriate redactions to protect the privacy
of witnesses, shall be made publicly avail-
able in electronic form not later than one
day after the witness appears.

(e) QUESTIONING OF WITNESSES.—Com-
mittee or subcommittee Members may ques-
tion witnesses only when they have been rec-
ognized by the Chairman of the Committee
or subcommittee for that purpose. Each
Member so recognized shall be limited to
questioning a witness for five minutes until
such time as each Member of the Committee
or subcommittee who so desires has had an
opportunity to question the witness for five
minutes; and thereafter the Chairman of the
Committee or subcommittee may limit the
time of a further round of questioning after
giving due consideration to the importance
of the subject matter and the length of time
available. All questions put to witnesses
shall be germane to the measure or matter
under consideration. Unless a majority of
the Committee or subcommittee determines
otherwise, no committee or subcommittee
staff shall interrogate witnesses.

(f) EXTENDED QUESTIONING FOR DESIGNATED
MEMBERS.—Notwithstanding paragraph (e),
the Chairman and Ranking Minority member
may designate an equal number of Members
from each party to question a witness for a
period not longer than 60 minutes.

(g) WITNESSES FOR THE MINORITY.—When
any hearing is conducted by the Committee
or any subcommittee upon any measure or
matter, the minority party members on the
Committee or subcommittee shall be enti-
tled, upon request to the Chairman by a ma-
jority of those minority members before the
completion of such hearing, to call witnesses
selected by the minority to testify with re-
spect to that measure or matter during at
least one day of hearing thereon as provided
in clause 2(j)(1) of House Rule XI.

(h) SUMMARY OF SUBJECT MATTER.—Upon
announcement of a hearing, to the extent
practicable, the Committee shall make
available immediately to all members of the
Committee a concise summary of the subject
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matter (including legislative reports and
other material) under consideration. In addi-
tion, upon announcement of a hearing and
subsequently as they are received, the Chair-
man of the Committee or subcommittee
shall, to the extent practicable, make avail-
able to the members of the Committee any
official reports from departments and agen-
cies on such matter. (See Committee rule
X(H).)

(i) OPEN HEARINGS.—Each hearing con-
ducted by the Committee or subcommittee
shall be open to the public, including radio,
television and still photography coverage,
except as provided in clause 4 of House Rule
XI (see also Committee rule III (b).). In any
event, no Member of the House may be ex-
cluded from nonparticipatory attendance at
any hearing unless the House by majority
vote shall authorize the Committee or sub-
committee, for purposes of a particular se-
ries of hearings on a particular bill or resolu-
tion or on a particular subject of investiga-
tion, to close its hearings to Members by
means of the above procedure.

(j) HEARINGS AND REPORTS.—(1)(i) The
Chairman of the Committee or sub-
committee at a hearing shall announce in an
opening statement the subject of the inves-
tigation. A copy of the Committee rules (and
the applicable provisions of clause 2 of House
Rule XI, regarding hearing procedures, an
excerpt of which appears in Appendix A
thereto) shall be made available to each wit-
ness upon request. Witnesses at hearings
may be accompanied by their own counsel
for the purpose of advising them concerning
their constitutional rights. The Chairman of
the Committee or subcommittee may punish
breaches of order and decorum, and of profes-
sional ethics on the part of counsel, by cen-
sure and exclusion from the hearings; but
only the full Committee may cite the of-
fender to the House for contempt.

(ii) Whenever it is asserted by a member of
the committee that the evidence or testi-
mony at a hearing may tend to defame, de-
grade, or incriminate any person, or it is as-
serted by a witness that the evidence or tes-
timony that the witness would give at a
hearing may tend to defame, degrade, or in-
criminate the witness, such testimony or
evidence shall be presented in executive ses-
sion, notwithstanding the provisions of para-
graph (i) of this rule, if by a majority of
those present, there being in attendance the
requisite number required under the rules of
the Committee to be present for the purpose
of taking testimony, the Committee or sub-
committee determines that such evidence or
testimony may tend to defame, degrade, or
incriminate any person. The Committee or
subcommittee shall afford a person an oppor-
tunity voluntarily to appear as a witness;
and the Committee or subcommittee shall
receive and shall dispose of requests from
such person to subpoena additional wit-
nesses.

(iii) No evidence or testimony taken in ex-
ecutive session may be released or used in
public sessions without the consent of the
Committee or subcommittee. In the discre-
tion of the Committee or subcommittee, wit-
nesses may submit brief and pertinent state-
ments in writing for inclusion in the record.
The Committee or subcommittee is the sole
judge of the pertinency of testimony and evi-
dence adduced at its hearings. A witness may
obtain a transcript copy of his or her testi-
mony given at a public session or, if given at
an executive session, when authorized by the
Committee or subcommittee. (See paragraph
(c) of Committee rule V.)

(2) A proposed investigative or oversight
report shall be considered as read if it has
been available to the members of the Com-
mittee for at least 24 hours (excluding Satur-
days, Sundays, or legal holidays except when
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the House is in session on such day) in ad-
vance of their consideration.
RULE VIIL.—THE REPORTING OF BILLS AND
RESOLUTIONS

(a) FILING OF REPORTS.—The Chairman
shall report or cause to be reported promptly
to the House any bill, resolution, or other
measure approved by the Committee and
shall take or cause to be taken all necessary
steps to bring such bill, resolution, or other
measure to a vote. No bill, resolution, or
measure shall be reported from the Com-
mittee unless a majority of Committee is ac-
tually present. A Committee report on any
bill, resolution, or other measure approved
by the Committee shall be filed within seven
calendar days (not counting days on which
the House is not in session) after the day on
which there has been filed with the Majority
Staff Director of the Committee a written
request, signed by a majority of the Com-
mittee, for the reporting of that bill or reso-
lution. The Majority Staff Director of the
Committee shall notify the Chairman imme-
diately when such a request is filed.

(b) CONTENT OF REPORTS.—Each Committee
report on any bill or resolution approved by
the Committee shall include as separately
identified sections:

(1) a statement of the intent or purpose of
the bill or resolution;

(2) a statement describing the need for
such bill or resolution;

(3) a statement of Committee and sub-
committee consideration of the measure in-
cluding a summary of amendments and mo-
tions offered and the actions taken thereon;

(4) the results of the each record vote on
any amendment in the Committee and sub-
committee and on the motion to report the
measure or matter, including the names of
those Members and the total voting for and
the names of those Members and the total
voting against such amendment or motion
(See clause 3(b) of House rule XIII);

(5) the oversight findings and recommenda-
tions of the Committee with respect to the
subject matter of the bill or resolution as re-
quired pursuant to clause 3(c)(1) of House
Rule XIII and clause 2(b)(1) of House Rule X;

(6) the detailed statement described in sec-
tion 308(a) of the Congressional Budget Act
of 1974 if the bill or resolution provides new
budget authority (other than continuing ap-
propriations), new spending authority de-
scribed in section 401(c)(2) of such Act, new
credit authority, or an increase or decrease
in revenues or tax expenditures, except that
the estimates with respect to new budget au-
thority shall include, when practicable, a
comparison of the total estimated funding
level for the relevant program (or programs)
to the appropriate levels under current law;

(7) the estimate of costs and comparison of
such estimates, if any, prepared by the Di-
rector of the Congressional Budget Office in
connection with such bill or resolution pur-
suant to section 402 of the Congressional
Budget Act of 1974 if submitted in timely
fashion to the Committee;

(8) a statement of general performance
goals and objectives, including outcome-re-
lated goals and objectives, for which the
measure authorizes funding;

(9) a statement citing the specific powers
granted to the Congress in the Constitution
to enact the law proposed by the bill or joint
resolution;

(10) an estimate by the committee of the
costs that would be incurred in carrying out
such bill or joint resolution in the fiscal year
in which it is reported and for its authorized
duration or for each of the five fiscal years
following the fiscal year of reporting, which-
ever period is less (see Rule XIII, clause
3(d)(2), (3) and (h)(2), (3)), together with—

(i) a comparison of these estimates with
those made and submitted to the Committee
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by any Government agency when prac-
ticable, and (ii) a comparison of the total es-
timated funding level for the relevant pro-
gram (or programs) with appropriate levels
under current law (the provisions of this
clause do not apply if a cost estimate and
comparison prepared by the Director of the
Congressional Budget Office under section
403 of the Congressional Budget Act of 1974
has been timely submitted prior to the filing
of the report and included in the report);

(11) a list of congressional earmarks, lim-
ited tax benefits, and limited tariff benefits
in the bill or in the report (and the name of
any Member, Delegate, or Resident Commis-
sioner who submitted a request to the com-
mittee for each respective item included in
such list) or a statement that the propo-
sition contains no congressional earmarks,
limited tax benefits, or limited tariff bene-
fits;

(12) the changes in existing law (if any)
shown in accordance with clause 3 of House
Rule XIII;

(13) the determination required pursuant
to section 5(b) of Public Law 92-463, if the
legislation reported establishes or authorizes
the establishment of an advisory committee;
and

(14) the information on Federal and inter-
governmental mandates required by section
423(c) and (d) of the Congressional Budget
Act of 1974, as added by the Unfunded Man-
dates Reform Act of 1995 (P.L. 104-4).

(156) a statement regarding the applica-
bility of section 102(b)(3) of the Congres-
sional Accountability Act, Public Law 104-1.

(¢c) SUPPLEMENTAL, MINORITY, OR ADDI-
TIONAL VIEWS.—If, at the time of approval of
any measure or matter by the Committee,
any Member of the Committee gives notice
of intention to file supplemental, minority,
or additional views, that Member shall be en-
titled to not less than two subsequent cal-
endar days (excluding Saturdays, Sundays,
and legal holidays except when the House is
in session on such date) in which to file such
views, in writing and signed by that Member,
with the Majority Staff Director of the Com-
mittee. When time guaranteed by this para-
graph has expired (or if sooner, when all sep-
arate views have been received), the Com-
mittee may arrange to file its report with
the Clerk of the House not later than one
hour after the expiration of such time. All
such views (in accordance with House Rule
XI, clause 2(1) and House Rule XIII, clause
3(a)(1)), as filed by one or more Members of
the Committee, shall be included within and
made a part of the report filed by the Com-
mittee with respect to that bill or resolu-
tion.

(d) PRINTING OF REPORTS.—The report of
the Committee on the measure or matter
noted in paragraph (a) above shall be printed
in a single volume, which shall:

(1) include all supplemental, minority or
additional views that have been submitted
by the time of the filing of the report; and

(2) bear on its cover a recital that any such
supplemental, minority, or additional views
(and any material submitted under House
Rule XII, clause 3(a)(1)) are included as part
of the report.

(e) IMMEDIATE PRINTING; SUPPLEMENTAL
REPORTS.—Nothing in this rule shall pre-
clude (1) the immediate filing or printing of
a Committee report unless timely request for
the opportunity to file supplemental, minor-
ity, or additional views has been made as
provided by paragraph (c¢), or (2) the filing by
the Committee of any supplemental report
on any bill or resolution that may be re-
quired for the correction of any technical
error in a previous report made by the Com-
mittee on that bill or resolution.

(f) AVAILABILITY OF PRINTED HEARING
RECORDS.—If hearings have been held on any
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reported bill or resolution, the Committee
shall make every reasonable effort to have
the record of such hearings printed and
available for distribution to the Members of
the House prior to the consideration of such
bill or resolution by the House. Each printed
hearing of the Committee or any of its sub-
committees shall include a record of the at-
tendance of the Members.

(g) COMMITTEE PRINTS.—All Committee or
subcommittee prints or other Committee or
subcommittee documents, other than reports
or prints of bills, that are prepared for public
distribution shall be approved by the Chair-
man of the Committee or the Committee
prior to public distribution.

(h) POST ADJOURNMENT FILING OF COM-
MITTEE REPORTS.—(1) After an adjournment
of the last regular session of a Congress sine
die, an investigative or oversight report ap-
proved by the Committee may be filed with
the Clerk at any time, provided that if a
member gives notice at the time of approval
of intention to file supplemental, minority,
or additional views, that member shall be en-
titled to not less than seven calendar days in
which to submit such views for inclusion
with the report.

(2) After an adjournment of the last reg-
ular session of a Congress sine die, the Chair-
man of the Committee may file at any time
with the Clerk the Committee’s activity re-
port for that Congress pursuant to clause
1(d)(1) of rule XI of the Rules of the House
without the approval of the Committee, pro-
vided that a copy of the report has been
available to each member of the Committee
for at least seven calendar days and the re-
port includes any supplemental, minority, or
additional views submitted by a member of
the Committee.

(i) The Chairman is directed to offer a mo-
tion under clause 1 of rule XXII of the Rules
of the House whenever the Chairman con-
siders it appropriate.

RULE IX.—OTHER COMMITTEE ACTIVITIES

(a) OVERSIGHT PLAN.—Not later than Feb-
ruary 15 of the first session of a Congress,
the Chairman shall convene the Committee
in a meeting that is open to the public and
with a quorum present to adopt its oversight
plans for that Congress. Such plans shall be
submitted simultaneously to the Committee
on Government Reform and to the Com-
mittee on House Administration. In devel-
oping such plans the Committee shall, to the
maximum extent feasible—

(1) consult with other committees of the
House that have jurisdiction over the same
or related laws, programs, or agencies within
its jurisdiction, with the objective of ensur-
ing that such laws, programs, or agencies are
reviewed in the same Congress and that
there is a maximum of coordination between
such committees in the conduct of such re-
views; and such plans shall include an expla-
nation of what steps have been and will be
taken to ensure such coordination and co-
operation;

(2) review specific problems with federal
rules, regulations, statutes, and court deci-
sions that are ambiguous, arbitrary, or non-
sensical, or that impose severe financial bur-
dens on individuals;

(3) give priority consideration to including
in its plans the review of those laws, pro-
grams, or agencies operating under perma-
nent budget authority or permanent statu-
tory authority;

(4) have a view toward ensuring that all
significant laws, programs, or agencies with-
in its jurisdiction are subject to review at
least once every ten years; and

(5) include proposals to cut or eliminate
programs, including mandatory spending
programs, that are inefficient, duplicative,
outdated, or more appropriately adminis-
tered by State or local governments.
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The Committee and its appropriate sub-
committees shall review and study, on a con-
tinuing basis, the impact or probable impact
of tax policies affecting subjects within its
jurisdiction as provided in clause 2(d) of
House Rule X. The Committee shall include
in the report filed pursuant to clause 1(d) of
House Rule XI a summary of the oversight
plans submitted by the Committee under
clause 2(d) of House Rule X, a summary of
actions taken and recommendations made
with respect to each such plan, and a sum-
mary of any additional oversight activities
undertaken by the Committee and any rec-
ommendations made or actions taken there-
on.
(b) ANNUAL APPROPRIATIONS.—The Com-
mittee shall, in its consideration of all bills
and joint resolutions of a public character
within its jurisdiction, ensure that appro-
priations for continuing programs and ac-
tivities of the Federal government and the
District of Columbia government will be
made annually to the maximum extent fea-
sible and consistent with the nature, require-
ments, and objectives of the programs and
activities involved. The Committee shall re-
view, from time to time, each continuing
program within its jurisdiction for which ap-
propriations are not made annually in order
to ascertain whether such program could be
modified so that appropriations therefor
would be made annually.

(c) BUDGET AcT COMPLIANCE: VIEWS AND Es-
TIMATES. (See Appendix B)—Not later than
six weeks after the President submits his
budget under section 1105(a) of title 31,
United State Code, or at such time as the
Committee on the Budget may request, the
Committee shall, submit to the Committee
on the Budget (1) its views and estimates
with respect to all matters to be set forth in
the concurrent resolution on the budget for
the ensuing fiscal year (under section 301 of
the Congressional Budget Act of 1974—see
Appendix B) that are within its jurisdiction
or functions; and (2) an estimate of the total
amounts of new budget authority, and budg-
et outlays resulting therefrom, to be pro-
vided or authorized in all bills and resolu-
tions within its jurisdiction that it intends
to be effective during that fiscal year.

(d) BUDGET ACT COMPLIANCE: RECOMMENDED
CHANGES.—Whenever the Committee is di-
rected in a concurrent resolution on the
budget to determine and recommend changes
in laws, bills, or resolutions under the rec-
onciliation process, it shall promptly make
such determination and recommendations,
and report a reconciliation bill or resolution
(or both) to the House or submit such rec-
ommendations to the Committee on the
Budget, in accordance with the Congres-
sional Budget Act of 1974 (See Appendix B).

(e) CONFERENCE COMMITTEES.—Whenever in
the legislative process it becomes necessary
to appoint conferees, the Chairman shall,
after consultation with the Ranking Minor-
ity Member, determine the number of con-
ferees the Chairman deems most suitable and
then recommend to the Speaker as con-
ferees, in keeping with the number to be ap-
pointed by the Speaker as provided in House
Rule I, clause 11, the names of those Mem-
bers of the Committee of not less than a ma-
jority who generally supported the House po-
sition and who were primarily responsible
for the legislation. The Chairman shall, to
the fullest extent feasible, include those
Members of the Committee who were the
principal proponents of the major provisions
of the bill as it passed the House and such
other Committee Members of the majority
party as the Chairman may designate in con-
sultation with the Members of the majority
party. Such recommendations shall provide a
ratio of majority party Members to minority
party Members no less favorable to the ma-
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jority party than the ratio of majority party
Members to minority party Members on the
Committee. In making recommendations of
Minority Party Members as conferees, the
Chairman shall consult with the Ranking
Minority Member of the Committee.

(f)(1) The Committee, or a subcommittee,
shall hold at least one hearing during each
120-day period following the establishment of
the committee on the topic of waste, fraud,
abuse, or mismanagement in Government
programs which the committee may author-
ize.

(2) A hearing described in subparagraph (1)
shall include a focus on the most egregious
instances of waste, fraud, abuse, or mis-
management as documented by any report
the committee has received from a Federal
Office of the Inspector General or the Comp-
troller General of the United States.

(g) The Committee or a subcommittee,
shall hold at least one hearing in any session
in which the committee has received dis-
claimers of agency financial statements
from auditors of any Federal agency that the
committee may authorize to hear testimony
on such disclaimers from representatives of
any such agency.

(h) The Committee or a subcommittee,
shall hold at least one hearing on issues
raised by reports issued by the Comptroller
General of the United States indicating that
Federal programs or operations that the
committee may authorize are at ‘high risk
for waste, fraud, and mismanagement,
known as the ‘high-risk-list’ or the ‘high-
risk series’.

(i)(1) Not later than the 30th day after June
1 and December 1, the Committee shall sub-
mit to the House a semiannual report on the
activities of the committee. After adjourn-
ment sine die of a regular session of Con-
gress, or after December 15, whichever occurs
first, the Chair may file the second or fourth
semiannual report, a copy of which shall be
made available to each member of the com-
mittee for at least seven calendar days, with
the Clerk at any time.

(2) Such report shall include separate sec-
tions summarizing the legislative and over-
sight activities of the Committee during
that Congress.

(3) The oversight section of such report
shall include a summary of the oversight
plans submitted by the Committee pursuant
to clause 2(d) of House Rule X, a summary of
the actions taken and recommendations
made with respect to each such plan, and a
summary of any additional oversight activi-
ties undertaken by the Committee, and any
recommendations made or actions taken
with respect thereto.

RULE X.—SUBCOMMITTEES

(a) NUMBER AND COMPOSITION.—There shall
be such subcommittees as specified in para-
graph (c) of this rule. Each of such sub-
committees shall be composed of the number
of members set forth in paragraph (c¢) of this
rule, including ex officio members.! The
Chairman may create additional subcommit-
tees of an ad hoc nature as the Chairman de-
termines to be appropriate subject to any
limitations provided for in the House Rules.

(b) RATIOS.—On each subcommittee, there
shall be a ratio of majority party members
to minority party members which shall be
consistent with the ratio on the full Com-
mittee. In calculating the ratio of majority
party members to minority party members,
there shall be included the ex officio members
of the subcommittees and ratios below re-
flect that fact.

(c) JURISDICTION.—Each subcommittee
shall have the following general jurisdiction
and number of members:

Conservation, Energy, and Forestry (22
members, 12 majority and 10 minority).—
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Soil, water, and resource conservation, small
watershed program, energy and biobased en-
ergy production, rural electrification, for-
estry in general and forest reserves other
than those created from the public domain.

Department Operations, Oversight, and
Credit (10 members, 6 majority and 4 minor-
ity).—Agency oversight, review and analysis,
special investigations, and agricultural cred-
it.

General Farm Commodities and Risk Man-
agement, (26 members, 15 majority and 11 mi-
nority).—Program and markets related to
cotton, cottonseed, wheat, feed grains, soy-
beans, oilseeds, rice, dry beans, peas, lentils,
the Commodity Credit Corporation, risk
management, including crop insurance, com-
modity exchanges, and specialty crops.

Livestock, Dairy, and Poultry, Ratios (20
members, 11 majority and 9 minority).—Live-
stock, dairy, poultry, meat, seafood and sea-
food products, inspection, marketing, and
promotion of such commodities, aqua-
culture, animal welfare, and grazing.

Nutrition and Horticulture, Ratios (10
members, 6 majority and 4 minority).—Food
stamps, nutrition and consumer programs,
fruits and vegetables, honey and bees, mar-
keting and promotion orders, plant pes-
ticides, quarantine, adulteration of seeds and
insect pests, and organic agriculture.

Rural Development, Research, Bio-
technology, and Foreign Agriculture, Ratios
(14 members, 8 majority and 6 minority).—
Rural Development, farm security and fam-
ily farming matters, research, education and
extension, biotechnology, foreign agriculture
assistance, and trade promotion programs,
generally.

(d) REFERRAL OF LEGISLATION.—

(1)(a) IN GENERAL.—AIl bills, resolutions,
and other matters referred to the Committee
shall be referred to all subcommittees of ap-
propriate jurisdiction within 2 weeks after
being referred to the Committee. After con-
sultation with the Ranking Minority Mem-
ber, the Chairman may determine that the
Committee will consider certain bills, reso-
lutions, or other matters.

(b) TRADE MATTERS—Unless action is oth-
erwise taken under subparagraph (3), bills,
resolutions, and other matters referred to
the Committee relating to foreign agri-
culture, foreign food or commodity assist-
ance, and foreign trade and marketing issues
will be considered by the Committee.

(2) The Chairman, by a majority vote of
the Committee, may discharge a sub-
committee from further consideration of any
bill, resolution, or other matter referred to
the subcommittee and have such bill, resolu-
tion or other matter considered by the Com-
mittee. The Committee having referred a
bill, resolution, or other matter to a sub-
committee in accordance with this rule may
discharge such subcommittee from further
consideration thereof at any time by a vote
of the majority members of the Committee
for the Committee’s direct consideration or
for reference to another subcommittee.

(3) Unless the Committee, a quorum being
present, decides otherwise by a majority
vote, the Chairman may refer bills, resolu-
tions, legislation or other matters not spe-
cifically within the jurisdiction of a sub-
committee, or that is within the jurisdiction
of more than one subcommittee, jointly or
exclusively as the Chairman deems appro-
priate, including concurrently to the sub-
committees with jurisdiction, sequentially
to the subcommittees with jurisdiction (sub-
ject to any time limits deemed appropriate),
divided by subject matter among the sub-
committees with jurisdiction, or to an ad hoc
subcommittee appointed by the Chairman
for the purpose of considering the matter
and reporting to the Committee thereon, or
make such other provisions deemed appro-
priate.
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(e) PARTICIPATION AND SERVICE OF COM-
MITTEE MEMBERS ON SUBCOMMITTEES.—(1)
The Chairman and the Ranking Minority
Member shall serve as exr officio members of
all subcommittees and shall have the right
to vote on all matters before the subcommit-
tees. The Chairman and the Ranking Minor-
ity Member may not be counted for the pur-
pose of establishing a quorum.

(2) Any member of the Committee who is
not a member of the subcommittee may have
the privilege of sitting and nonparticipatory
attendance at subcommittee hearings or
meetings in accordance with clause 2(g)(2) of
House Rule XI. Such member may not:

(i) vote on any matter;

(ii) be counted for the purpose of a estab-
lishing a quorum;

(iii) participate in questioning a witness
under the five minute rule, unless permitted
to do so by the subcommittee Chairman in
consultation with the Ranking Minority
Member or a majority of the subcommittee,
a quorum being present;

(iv) raise points of order; or

(v) offer amendments or motions.

(f) SUBCOMMITTEE HEARINGS AND MEET-
INGS.—(1) Each subcommittee is authorized
to meet, hold hearings, receive evidence, and
make recommendations to the Committee on
all matters referred to it or under its juris-
diction after consultation by the sub-
committee Chairmen with the Committee
Chairman. (See Committee rule VII.)

(2) After consultation with the Committee
Chairman, subcommittee Chairmen shall set
dates for hearings and meetings of their sub-
committees and shall request the Majority
Staff Director to make any announcement
relating thereto. (See Committee rule
VII(b).) In setting the dates, the Committee
Chairman and subcommittee Chairman shall
consult with other subcommittee Chairmen
and relevant Committee and Subcommittee
Ranking Minority Members in an effort to
avoid simultaneously scheduling Committee
and subcommittee meetings or hearings to
the extent practicable.

(3) Notice of all subcommittee meetings
shall be provided to the Chairman and the
Ranking Minority Member of the Committee
by the Majority Staff Director.

(4) Subcommittees may hold meetings or
hearings outside of the House if the Chair-
man of the Committee and other sub-
committee Chairmen and the Ranking Mi-
nority Member of the subcommittee is con-
sulted in advance to ensure that there is no
scheduling problem. However, the majority
of the Committee may authorize such meet-
ing or hearing.

(5) The provisions regarding notice and the
agenda of Committee meetings under Com-
mittee rule II(a) and special or additional
meetings under Committee rule II(b) shall
apply to subcommittee meetings.

(6) If a vacancy occurs in a subcommittee
chairmanship, the Chairman may set the
dates for hearings and meetings of the sub-
committee during the period of vacancy. The
Chairman may also appoint an acting sub-
committee Chairman until the vacancy is
filled.

(g) SUBCOMMITTEE ACTION.—(1) Any bill,
resolution, recommendation, or other matter
forwarded to the Committee by a sub-
committee shall be promptly forwarded by
the subcommittee Chairman or any sub-
committee member authorized to do so by
the subcommittee. (2) Upon receipt of such
recommendation, the Majority Staff Direc-
tor of the Committee shall promptly advise
all members of the Committee of the sub-
committee action.

(3) The Committee shall not consider any
matters recommended by subcommittees
until two calendar days have elapsed from
the date of action, unless the Chairman or a
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majority of the Committee determines oth-
erwise.

(h) SUBCOMMITTEE INVESTIGATIONS.—No in-
vestigation shall be initiated by a sub-
committee without the prior consultation
with the Chairman of the Committee or a
majority of the Committee.

END NOTE

1The Chairman and Ranking Minority
Member of the Committee serve as ex officio
Members of the Subcommittees. (See para-
graph (e) of this Rule).

RULE XI.—COMMITTEE BUDGET, STAFF, AND

TRAVEL

(a) COMMITTEE BUDGET.—The Chairman, in
consultation with the majority members of
the Committee, and the minority members
of the Committee, shall prepare a prelimi-
nary budget for each session of the Congress.
Such budget shall include necessary amounts
for staff personnel, travel, investigation, and
other expenses of the Committee and sub-
committees. After consultation with the
Ranking Minority Member, the Chairman
shall include an amount budgeted to minor-
ity members for staff under their direction
and supervision. Thereafter, the Chairman
shall combine such proposals into a consoli-
dated Committee budget, and shall take
whatever action is necessary to have such
budget duly authorized by the House.

(b) COMMITTEE STAFF.—(1) The Chairman
shall appoint and determine the remunera-
tion of, and may remove, the professional
and clerical employees of the Committee not
assigned to the minority. The professional
and clerical staff of the Committee not as-
signed to the minority shall be under the
general supervision and direction of the
Chairman, who shall establish and assign the
duties and responsibilities of such staff
members and delegate such authority as he
or she determines appropriate. (See House
Rule X, clause 9).

(2) The Ranking Minority member of the
Committee shall appoint and determine the
remuneration of, and may remove, the pro-
fessional and clerical staff assigned to the
minority within the budget approved for
such purposes. The professional and clerical
staff assigned to the minority shall be under
the general supervision and direction of the
Ranking Minority Member of the Committee
who may delegate such authority as he or
she determines appropriate.

(3) From the funds made available for the
appointment of Committee staff pursuant to
any primary or additional expense resolu-
tion, the Chairman shall ensure that each
subcommittee is adequately funded and
staffed to discharge its responsibilities and
that the minority party is fairly treated in
the appointment of such staff (See House
Rule X, clause 6(d)).

(c) COMMITTEE TRAVEL.—(1) Consistent
with the primary expense resolution and
such additional expense resolution as may
have been approved, the provisions of this
rule shall govern official travel of Com-
mittee members and Committee staff regard-
ing domestic and foreign travel (See House
rule XI, clause 2(n) and House Rule X, clause
8 (reprinted in Appendix A)). Official travel
for any member or any Committee staff
member shall be paid only upon the prior au-
thorization of the Chairman. Official travel
may be authorized by the Chairman for any
Committee Member and any Committee staff
member in connection with the attendance
of hearings conducted by the Committee and
its subcommittees and meetings, con-
ferences, facility inspections, and investiga-
tions which involve activities or subject
matter relevant to the general jurisdiction
of the Committee. Before such authorization
is given there shall be submitted to the
Chairman in writing the following:
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(i) The purpose of the official travel;

(ii) The dates during which the official
travel is to be made and the date or dates of
the event for which the official travel is
being made;

(iii) The location of the event for which the
official travel is to be made; and

(iv) The names of members and Committee
staff seeking authorization.

(2) In the case of official travel of members
and staff of a subcommittee to hearings,
meetings, conferences, facility inspections
and investigations involving activities or
subject matter under the jurisdiction of such
subcommittee to be paid for out of funds al-
located to the Committee, prior authoriza-
tion must be obtained from the sub-
committee Chairman and the full Committee
Chairman. Such prior authorization shall be
given by the Chairman only upon the rep-
resentation by the applicable subcommittee
Chairman in writing setting forth those
items enumerated in clause (1).

(3) Within 60 days of the conclusion of any
official travel authorized under this rule,
there shall be submitted to the Committee
Chairman a written report covering the in-
formation gained as a result of the hearing,
meeting, conference, facility inspection or
investigation attended pursuant to such offi-
cial travel.

(4) Local currencies owned by the United
States shall be made available to the Com-
mittee and its employees engaged in car-
rying out their official duties outside the
United States, its territories or possessions.
No appropriated funds shall be expended for
the purpose of defraying expenses of Mem-
bers of the Committee or is employees in any
country where local currencies are available
for this purpose; and the following condi-
tions shall apply with respect to their use of
such currencies;

(i) No Member or employee of the Com-
mittee shall receive or expend local cur-
rencies for subsistence in any country at a
rate in excess of the maximum per diem rate
set forth in applicable Federal law; and (ii)
Each Member or employee of the Committee
shall make an itemized report to the Chair-
man within 60 days following the completion
of travel showing the dates each country was
visited, the amount of per diem furnished,
the cost of transportation furnished, and any
funds expended for any other official pur-
pose, and shall summarize in these cat-
egories the total foreign currencies and ap-
propriated funds expended. All such indi-
vidual reports shall be filed by the Chairman
with the Committee on House Administra-
tion and shall be open to public inspection.

RULE XII.—AMENDMENT OF RULES

These rules may be amended by a majority
vote of the Committee. A proposed change in
these rules shall not be considered by the
Committee as provided in clause 2 of House
Rule XI, unless written notice of the pro-
posed change has been provided to each Com-
mittee member two legislative days in ad-
vance of the date on which the matter is to
be considered. Any such change in the rules
of the Committee shall be published in the
Congressional Record within 30 calendar
days after its approval.

————

REPEALING THE JOB-KILLING
HEALTH CARE LAW ACT

SPEECH OF

HON. CORY GARDNER
OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Wednesday, January 19, 2011
Mr. GARDNER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
support of H.R. 2, which would repeal the
health care law.
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Some ask why we simply can’t just change
the law that is on the books—amend it to
make it a bit better. Mr. Speaker, we cannot
build upon something that is fundamentally
flawed. So before we move forward with a re-
placement, we must get rid of the law in front
of us. Repeal will free businesses and individ-
uals from costly, onerous, and unconstitutional
mandates. Once we do that, we can move to-
ward replacing it with real solutions that help
Americans get affordable healthcare and help
businesses avoid excessive costs and pen-
alties associated with this law.

Mr. Speaker, | believe we can achieve these
goals by doing the following things. First, we
need to create a mechanism whereby small
businesses and associations can pool together
to get health insurance through their respec-
tive organizations. | believe that these asso-
ciations and individuals should be allowed to
purchase insurance plans across state lines,
creating choice and competition which will ulti-
mately drive down the cost of health insurance
for everyone. Furthermore, tort reform must be
addressed in a way that reduces medical mal-
practice lawsuits, which has had a profound
effect on the ability of doctors to practice and
has made the profession less appealing to in-
dividuals who truly want to serve those in
need.

This healthcare bill is a recipe for further fis-
cal insanity. It expands already bloated entitle-
ment programs and will add 32 million more
people to these programs by 2019 at a cost of
$938 billion. States in particular will be se-
verely burdened by the new law. They will
now be required to increase Medicaid eligibility
to cover individuals below 138 percent of the
pcverty level, which will eventually lead many
already cash-strapped states down the road to
bankruptcy. These expansions are simply
unsustainable, especially during our current
economic crisis. What we need is reform, not
massive expansion of entittement programs.

This is just one of the problems with this bill,
Mr. Speaker. Not only will it expand entitle-
ments, it will raise premiums for millions of
families and it includes an unconstitutional
mandate requiring individuals to purchase
healthcare. At a time when families are al-
ready struggling to make ends meet, this is
not the right choice for our country.

Finally, this bill was drafted behind closed
doors, and without any transparency. The
American people, let alone the Republicans in
Congress, had little input into the final product
that became law. We deserve better. The
American people deserve better from their
leaders, elected to represent their interests.

Mr. Speaker, | truly believe that we must
work toward a system whereby Americans can
get access to the doctors that best suit their
needs at an affordable price. Repealing this
healthcare law is the first step.

———

IN RECOGNITION OF DAVID N.
WALSH

HON. JOHN GARAMENDI

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Wednesday, January 26, 2011

Mr. GARAMENDI. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
in honor of Sergeant David N. Walsh, who is

retiring after 31 years of law enforcement
service—21 years of service to the city of Fair-
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field, nearly eight years with the Contra Costa
Sheriff's Department, and more than two years
with Fresno County Sheriff's Department. As
his colleagues, friends and family gather to-
gether to celebrate the next chapter of his life,
| ask all of my colleagues to join me in salut-
ing this outstanding public servant and de-
fender of peace and safety.

David began his law enforcement career as
a Deputy Sheriff with Fresno County and then
Contra Costa County. He was then hired as a
Police Officer with the Fairfield Police Depart-
ment on November 27, 1989. As an officer, he
worked in various capacities including Patrol,
Investigations, Firearms Instruction, and Field
Training. He joined the Special Activity Felony
Enforcement, SAFE, Team in 1992 and was
promoted to Police Corporal on April 19, 2002.

On July 9, 2004, David was promoted to
Police Sergeant and ultimately supervised a
number of different teams including Patrol,
Violent Crime Suppression, Traffic and Inves-
tigations. He was an extremely capable and
team orientated leader. Over the course of his
career, David has received numerous com-
mendations from the community and his co-
workers.

David was a valued employee and leader of
the Fairfield Police Department. His commit-
ment to the community was unwavering. He
was a loyal representative of the law enforce-
ment community and admired amongst his
peers for his hard work, dedication and posi-
tive work ethic.

Mr. Speaker, | am truly honored to pay trib-
ute to this dedicated public servant. | ask all
of my colleagues to join with me in wishing
David N. Walsh continued success and happi-
ness in all of his future endeavors.

———

TRIBUTE TO DOCK MONTERIA
BROWN

HON. G.K. BUTTERFIELD

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, January 26, 2011

Mr. BUTTERFIELD. Mr. Speaker, It is with
great sadness that | rise today to pay tribute
to a community giant, Dock Monteria Brown, a
very special friend who passed away on Tues-
day, January 25, 2011.

Dock Monteria Brown was born on January
30, 1929 in Halifax County to Nelson and
Vilvie Brown. His father was a Veteran of
World War I.

Dock graduated from J.A. Chaloner Senior
High School in 1948 and entered Shaw Uni-
versity that fall. In 1951, just one year before
graduation, Dock was drafted into the U.S.
Army and was deployed to fight in the Korean
War.

He served for 12 months in Korea before re-
turning to Fort Bragg and his native North
Carolina to serve out the remainder of his
tour. Immediately after his Honorable Dis-
charge, Dock resumed his education at Shaw
University and earned his undergraduate de-

ree.

9 In order to fulfill his dream of becoming a
teacher, Dock then attended my alma mater,
North Carolina Central University and earned
a Master's Degree in Sociology and School
Administration. Dock taught high school His-
tory at Weldon High School and Eastman High
School for 24 years, and served as principal of
Pittman High School for 10 years.
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As an educator, Dock Brown made a tre-
mendous and undeniable impact on the lives
of students in Halifax County. He was truly the
catalyst for many young people growing into
strong, well-educated and productive adult citi-
zens.

Over his many years of service, he served
as a Halifax County Commissioner; state rep-
resentative in the. North Carolina House of
Representatives, Weldon Town Commissioner;
Trustee at Elizabeth City State University, and
as an appointee to the Governor's Commis-
sion to select Superior Court Judges. For his
untiring service to the State of North Carolina,
Dock was awarded the state’s highest civilian
honor—the Order of the Long Leaf Pine—by
then-Governor James Hunt.

Dock Brown also served on the county’s
health board and he was honored with the
Lifetime Achievement Award from the State
Mental Health Association for his tireless dedi-
cation to the issue of Mental Health.

He was also an active member of First Bap-
tist Church in Roanoke Rapids starting at age
11, and he served in many capacities includ-
ing Deacon for over fifty years.

Dock Brown was a true public servant with
a legacy that will live on through the many
people he inspired over the years, including
myself. | had the pleasure of offering legisla-
tion to this body that was signed into law nam-
ing the Weldon, N.C. Post Office in honor to
Dock Brown. It was a fitting honor, and | know
his community will truly miss him.

Dock Brown leaves behind his wonderful
wife, Helen, after nearly 60 years of marriage.
They raised two wonderful children: Dock
Brown, Jr. and lvy Brown Singlton, who is
married to U.S. Army Lt. Col. Terance
Singlton, II.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in recognizing the remarkable life of Dock
Monteria Brown, and to join me in praying for
his wife and family during these difficult times.
| know they will draw comfort in knowing that
he lived a great life and that he left a great
and indelible mark on his community.

———

RECOGNIZING THE NATIONAL COM-
MISSION ON THE BP DEEPWATER
HORIZON OIL SPILL AND OFF-
SHORE DRILLING

HON. C.W. BILL YOUNG

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, January 26, 2011

Mr. YOUNG of Florida. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to thank the National Commission on
the BP Deepwater Horizon Oil Spill and Off-
shore Drilling for their thorough and com-
prehensive review of the disastrous Gulf oil
spill. | appreciate the hard work and diligence
of the Commissioners and their staff in com-
piling this report and know it will prove bene-
ficial as we consider legislative responses to
the spill during the 112th Congress. In addi-
tion, | would like to commend the Commission
for completing the report on time and under
budget.

By now, we are all too familiar with the ac-
count of the spill. On April 20th, a BP oil rig
located 52 miles off of the Louisiana coast ex-
ploded with 126 workers on the rig, resulting
in 11 families losing their loved ones. With no
plan in place for failure of the blowout pre-
venter and no clear leader in the federal re-
sponse, efforts to stop the flow of oil from the
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damaged well took far too long. The BP oil
spill is now the largest spill in United States
history and the environmental and economic
impacts of this disaster will be felt for years to
come. The report by the Oil Spill Commission
provides further details of the causes of the
spill, including the fact that the disaster could
have been prevented to begin with.

The report also emphasizes that we can not
just focus on reforming the deficiencies in cur-
rent drilling regulations, we must also continue
to monitor the environmental impact of the
spill on the Gulf of Mexico. Recovery may take
years and the long-term effects of the oil spill,
as well as those of the response and clean-up
efforts, are still unclear. This monitoring will
ensure we are prepared to quickly respond to
the unforeseen consequences of this spill.

Thankfully, institutions of higher learning
around the country are already conducting
vital research as we begin ecosystem recov-
ery efforts, including at the University of South
Florida whose College of Marine Science has
become an international center for the study of
our nation’s and our world’s waters and of our
coastal lands. Together with the Florida Insti-
tute of Oceanography, also in St. Petersburg,
which is drawing together all the state of Flor-
ida’s marine research expertise, and a variety
of other local, state and federal organizations,
our community has provided key information
to our nation’s decision makers about the im-
pact it is having on our environment and the
development of long-term strategies to clean it
up.
Last Congress in response to the Deep-
water Horizon spill, | also introduced the
SAFEGUARDS Act and was pleased to see
many of the issues | had addressed in the
measure included in the Commissions report,
including updating the National Contingency
Plan and ensuring that National Environmental
Policy Act requirements are not ignored going
forward. Their recommendations will prove
useful as | work on revising this legislation for
reintroduction later in the 112th Congress.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join
with me today in thanking the QOil Spill Com-
mission for their independent and impartial re-
port. Their suggestions will prove useful as we
continue our response to last years horrific oil
spill and | urge my colleagues to work to-
gether to ensure the complete recovery of the
Gulf of Mexico.

TRIBUTE TO CLIVE SIMPSON
HON. TOM LATHAM

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, January 26, 2011

Mr. LATHAM. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the retirement of Clive Simpson of
Boone County, lowa. For the last 28 years,
Clive has worked for the Boone News-Repub-
lican, delivering the “Boone County Shopping
News” to rural lowans.

Clive was born May 12, 1915 in Sac Coun-
ty, and he retired after working for 30 years for
the Federal Highway Administration in Ames,
lowa. However, that retirement did not last
long. At his wife’s urging in 1982, Clive began
delivering the “Boone County Shopping News”
once a month every month. In the 28 years
since, Clive has delivered over 187,000 issues
and covered over 60,000 miles, all in his own
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car. Now at the age of 95, Clive decided that
it’s finally time for him to officially retire.

| thank Clive for his strong and diligent work
ethic. It is an admirable character trait, and
one that | hope to see many Americans em-
body. Clive is a good role model for many
younger Americans in that respect.

I know that my colleagues in the United
States Congress will join me in commending
Clive Simpson for his decades of service at
the Boone News-Republican. It is an honor to
serve as his representative, and | wish Clive
and his wife Gertrude a happy and healthy re-
tirement.

———————

MEMORIALIZING MIDDLETOWN
TOWNSHIP POLICE DETECTIVE
CHRIS JONES

HON. MICHAEL G. FITZPATRICK

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, January 26, 2011

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to memorialize one of Bucks County’s finest,
Middletown Township Police Detective Chris
Jones.

Chris Jones was working overtime on Janu-
ary 29, 2009 when he was struck and killed
while in the performance of his duties.

As he was returning to his patrol car, two
cars collided and careened into his vehicle,
which then struck and pinned him under his
own police cruiser. He was transported to a
local hospital where he succumbed to his inju-
ries a short time later.

Mr. Speaker, our nation’s police officers risk
their lives every day in order to preserve com-
munities throughout our country that are safe
and free. Those who give their lives in that
mission deserve our eternal gratitude.

Detective Jones served with the Middletown
Township Police Department for 10 years and
had previously served in the United States
Navy for 7 years, a veteran of Operation
Desert Storm. Just 37 at the time, Chris left a
wife and three children at home the day he
went to serve the people of his community.

Detective Jones is the only officer of the
Middletown Township Police Department to
have lost his life in the line of duty and he will
be remembered this week during a solemn
ceremony at the police station where he
served.

————
HONORING DR. THOMAS M.
GELLHAUS’ LIFELONG DEDICA-

TION TO WOMEN’S HEALTH AT
HOME AND AROUND THE GLOBE

HON. BRUCE L. BRALEY

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, January 26, 2011

Mr. BRALEY of lowa. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to bring the House’s attention to the
work and dedication of one of my constituents,
Dr. Thomas M. Gellhaus.

Dr. Gellhaus is a longtime obstetrician-gyne-
cologist in Davenport, lowa, and earned his
medical degree at the University of lowa. He
has delivered a generation of lowans, cared
for our daughters, wives, mothers, and grand-
mothers, and done everything he can to make
sure their health is well-cared for.

January 26, 2011

For many years, Dr. Gellhaus has held a
leadership position among ob-gyn members of
the American College of Obstetricians and
Gynecologists in lllinois, lowa, Minnesota, Ne-
braska, North Dakota, South Dakota, Wis-
consin, Manitoba and Saskatchewan. He
leaves this position this year, but leaves physi-
cians with a long legacy of advocacy and car-
ing for their patients.

Dr. Gellhaus has been a key advocate for
patient safety in ob-gyn care and care for un-
derserved women throughout the world. He’s
been a member of ACOG’s Executive Board,
helping guide health care policy; in 1999, he
was chosen for ACOG’s prestigious McCain
Fellow Advocacy Program, in which a prac-
ticing ob-gyn works with Congress and the Ad-
ministration; and was a member of the 2002
Class of the Primary Health Care Fellowship
sponsored by the U.S. Department of Health
and Human Services. Dr. Gellhaus recently
endowed a new program, the ACOG Gellhaus
Resident Fellow Advocacy Award, which en-
courages 3rd and 4th year ob-gyn residents to
work with Congress on behalf of women’s
health.

In addition to a very busy private practice,
since 1996, Dr. Gellhaus has dedicated nearly
a year of his life to the preparation for and
participation in international health mission
projects. These projects have taken him to
Central America, South America, Africa and
the Dominican Republic. He has been the
project medical director for most of these mis-
sions; organizing, fundraising, securing med-
ical supplies and recruiting medical personnel.
During the missions, Dr. Gellhaus has worked
with over 559 other mission participants. His
medical teams have, over the years, had more
than 18,520 patient encounters, dispensed
48,052 prescriptions and have performed
more than 1,472 surgical procedures.

He has personally financed the cost of
many participants’ missionary project costs,
without which they would not have been able
to participate. Dr. Gellhaus’ deep faith and
compassion are lived through these medical
missions. In 1999, Dr. Gellhaus was honored
with the ACOG Award for International Service
in recognition of his mission work in third
world countries.

Dr. Gellhaus has a beautiful family, with his
wife, Melanie, and their 3 daughters. He re-
minds us of what is right in America. It is my
pleasure to honor Dr. Gellhaus’ work and
dedication.

TRIBUTE TO VETERANS
MEMORIAL HOSPITAL

HON. TOM LATHAM

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, January 26, 2011

Mr. LATHAM. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the outstanding care provided by
the emergency room staff at the Veterans Me-
morial Hospital (VMH) in Waukon, lowa. For
their dedication to providing quality care and
compassionate service, the VMH was recently
awarded the 2010 Summit Award by the Press
Ganey Association, recognizing it as one of
the best emergency rooms in the nation.

The Summit Award is given every year to
one hospital in the country that has consist-
ently demonstrated a high level of patient sat-
isfaction. Since 2007, Press Ganey has sent
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out thousands of surveys to patients who have
received care in an emergency room. These
surveys are then collected, and the informa-
tion in each is used to rank the hospitals ac-
cording to the level of satisfaction its patients
reported. In each consecutive quarter for the
last three years, VMH has scored in the top
five percent of hospitals nationwide and pa-
tient visits have increased by 15 percent .

| commend the staff of Veterans Memorial
Hospital for their hard work in promoting su-
perb care and a positive patient experience. It
is this dedication to serving patients that we
hope to see in hospitals around the country. |
urge my colleagues in the United States Con-
gress to join me in congratulating Veterans
Memorial Hospital for their achievement. |
wish them the best of luck in the future.

HONORING CITY OF HOPE

HON. JUDY CHU

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, January 26, 2011

Ms. CHU. Mr. Speaker, today | pay tribute
to City of Hope for reaching a milestone
achievement, as its doctors performed their
10,000th bone marrow transplant, on January
13, 2011. City of Hope is one of the first bio-
medical research institutions in the world to
reach this milestone. They give people battling
diseases like leukemia, lymphoma and
myeloma with a second chance at life.

City of Hope is a biomedical research, treat-
ment and education center located in my dis-
trict, the 32nd California Congressional district.
Since its founding in 1913, City of Hope has
achieved numerous scientific breakthroughs
and pioneered many lifesaving procedures
that benefit patients worldwide. It is one of
only 40 comprehensive cancer centers, the
highest designation bestowed by the National
Cancer Institute.

This institution is a pioneer in the field of
bone marrow transplantation. In the nearly 35
years since City of Hope physicians performed
one of the nation’s first successful bone mar-
row transplants, the institution has helped
transplantation evolve into a gold standard
treatment for several diseases.

Bone marrow or stem cell transplants typi-
cally include intensive high-dose chemo-
therapy and radiation, followed by weeks or
even months of recovery in the hospital. The
return on these hundreds of hours of treat-
ment is the possibility of a renewed life cured
of the disease.

City of Hope scientists continue to make
transplants safer and more effective, and help
extend the length and quality of patients’ lives.
New transplant procedures are improving cure
rates, extending the procedure to older pa-
tients and expanding the use of transplants to
diseases beyond leukemia, lymphoma and
multiple myeloma. As an example, research-
ers at City of Hope are developing a trans-
plant based gene therapy for AIDS-related
cancers that may be able to treat both the
cancer and the HIV infection.

Today, City of Hope has one of the largest
and most successful bone marrow transplant
programs in the country. It is because of their
dedicated physicians, nurses, and researchers
who have helped transplantation evolve from
an investigational procedure into a lifesaving
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treatment for people here and around the
world.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
today in recognizing City of Hope for reaching
their 10,000th bone marrow transplant and
providing hope to so many cancer patients—
and their loved ones—worldwide.

————

IN RECOGNITION OF TROY D.
FREEMAN

HON. JOHN GARAMENDI

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, January 26, 2011

Mr. GARAMENDI. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
in honor of Police Corporal Troy D. Freeman,
who is retiring after 28 years of law enforce-
ment service—26 years of service to the City
of Fairfield and three years with the San Fran-
cisco State University Department of Public
Safety. As his colleagues, friends and family
gather together to celebrate the next chapter
of his life, | ask all of my colleagues to join me
in saluting this outstanding public servant and
defender of peace and safety.

Troy began his law enforcement career as a
Police Officer with the San Francisco State
University Department of Public Safety. He
was then hired as a Police Officer with the
Fairfield Police Department on March 5, 1984.
As an officer, he worked in various capacities
including Patrol, K-9, Firearms Instruction,
and Field Training. He joined the Special Ac-
tivity Felon Enforcement (SAFE) Team in
1991, earned the Police Officer of the Year
award in 2005, and was promoted to Police
Corporal on August 19, 2005.

One of Troy’s most significant contributions
to the Police Department was his involvement
with the K-9 Unit. He was a K-9 handler from
1989-2001 with two very special dogs, Cito
and Brend, and continued to train and lead the
K-9 program even after his dogs retired. He
was responsible for developing, coordinating,
conducting, and documenting all of the training
for the K-9 Unit. He also managed the asset
seizure records and researched updates in
law and training methods. Troy was instru-
mental to the success of the Police Depart-
ment’'s K-9 program.

Troy was a valued employee and leader of
the Fairfield Police Department. His commit-
ment to the community was unwavering. He
was a loyal representative of the law enforce-
ment community and admired amongst his
peers for his hard work, dedication and posi-
tive work ethic.

Mr. Speaker, | am truly honored to pay trib-
ute to this dedicated public servant. | ask all
of my colleagues to join with me in wishing
Troy D. Freeman continued success and hap-
piness in all of his future endeavors.

TRIBUTE TO BRANDON BATES
HON. TOM LATHAM

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, January 26, 2011

Mr. LATHAM. Mr. Speaker, | rise to recog-
nize the achievement of Brandon Bates, a Boy
Scout from Winterset, lowa, who recently re-
ceived the Eagle Scout Award. | commend
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Brandon on his perseverance and dedication
to improving his community.

Brandon, who is the son of Jerry and Rox-
anne Bates, first joined the Boy Scout organi-
zation as a Tiger Scout at age 7. He went on
to become a Cub Scout and then a Boy
Scout. Throughout his years in scouting, Bran-
don has worked hard to earn many merit
badges and awards, all of which involve per-
sonal betterment and community service. As a
Cub Scout, he earned the “Arrow of Light,”
which is the highest award that a Cub Scout
can earn. As a Boy Scout, Brandon has
earned the World Conservation Award, the
Leave No Trace patch, and now the Eagle
Scout Award.

The Eagle Scout Award is the highest
award that a Boy Scout can receive. In order
to be eligible for this award, a Boy Scout must
earn a minimum of 21 merit badges. Brandon
has currently earned 40. Only 2% of Boy
Scouts nationwide receive this honorable re-
ward, and it is looked upon with distinction in
the military, in many colleges and in the busi-
ness world.

| know that my colleagues in the United
States Congress will join me in commending
Brandon Bates for his achievement. It is an
honor to serve as his representative, and |
wish him luck in the future.

——

HONORING McKAY HATCH’S NO
CUSSING EFFORTS

HON. ADAM B. SCHIFF

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, January 26, 2011

Mr. SCHIFF. Mr. Speaker it is with great
pleasure that | rise today to honor McKay
Hatch, founder of The No Cussing Club.

During middle school, McKay grew tired of
the constant stream of obscene and cruel lan-
guage from his peers that lowered their self-
esteem. He courageously asked his class-
mates to not cuss around him. His peers ac-
cepted the challenge and stopped cussing and
thanked him for his leadership efforts.

Encouraged by his peers’ support for his ef-
forts, McKay founded the No Cussing Club at
South Pasadena Middle School. Club mem-
bers take the No Cussing Challenge, which is
a commitment to use better language. The
commitment not only improves their lives but
also the world around them by using empow-
ering, instead of deflating, language. Through
the club motto of “Leave People Better Than
You Found Them,” members seek out oppor-
tunities to lift people up through their words
and actions.

In high school, McKay formed a No Cussing
Club during his freshman year and it soon had
over 100 active members. The club dedicated
itself to spreading its message and adding
members in all 50 states. Today the No Cuss-
ing Club has over 50,000 members, in all 50
states and 30 different countries.

McKay and the No Cussing Club have also
worked with local and state leaders to des-
ignate local and state cuss free weeks. In
2008, the city of South Pasadena declared the
first week of March and all subsequent first
weeks of March as No Cussing Week. In
2009, the Los Angeles County Board of Su-
pervisors adopted a similar proclamation and
in 2010 the California legislature adopted a
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resolution declaring the first week of March to
be No Cussing Week. The local and state-
wide No Cussing Weeks serve as a reminder
to both public officials and private citizens to
be more civil toward one another and to ele-
vate the level of discourse in both public and
private life.

McKay now travels regularly to spread his
message of using clean and respectful lan-
guage that is uplifting, encouraging, and moti-
vating to students all over the country. He has
recently expanded his efforts to encourage an
end to bullying, which includes reducing the
use of negative and discouraging language.

| ask all Members to join me in honoring the
inspiring work of McKay Hatch.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE

HON. JOHN F. TIERNEY

OF MASSACHUSETTS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, January 26, 2011

Mr. TIERNEY. Mr. Speaker, | submit the fol-
lowing.

Hon. NANCY PELOSI,
Democratic Leader, U.S. Capitol,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MADAM LEADER: I agree to take a
leave of absence from the House Permanent
Select Committee on Intelligence (HPSCI)
with the understanding that I can be re-
appointed in the 113th Congress.

Serving on the HPSCI has been a privilege,
and I have appreciated the opportunity it
has afforded me to ensure that appropriate
oversight is conducted over our intelligence
and national security programs. Like you, I
believe rigorous congressional oversight is
critical to the successful implementation of
such programs and helps reassure our con-
stituents that their hard-earned tax dollars
are being well-spent.

As you know, I am currently serving as a
member of the House Committees on Edu-
cation and the Workforce and Oversight and
Government Reform. As such, and in light of
the new Republican Majority’s decision to
reduce the number of members on standing
committees in the House, I agree that it is
appropriate at this time to take a leave of
absence from the HPSCI with the under-
standing that I can be reappointed in the
next Congress.

I thank you for the courtesy you have ex-
tended to me, and I look forward to con-
tinuing our work together on addressing the
important challenges confronting the Amer-
ican people.

Sincerely,

JOHN F. TIERNEY,
Member of Congress.

TRIBUTE TO JORDANNE BLAIR

HON. TOM LATHAM

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, January 26, 2011

Mr. LATHAM. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the achievement of Jordanne Blair
of Lake City, lowa. Jordanne, who was
crowned Miss Rodeo lowa 2010, recently rep-
resented lowa in the Miss Rodeo America
pageant in Las Vegas, Nevada.

Jordanne is the daughter of Lee and Joanne
Blair and is a 2009 graduate of South Dakota
State University. She has been passionate
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about competing in rodeos for many years,
and has inspired that same passion in others
as Miss Rodeo lowa 2010. In that role, she
was successful in establishing the annual Ex-
ceptional Rodeo in Lake City for handicapped
individuals.

On December 4, 2010, Jordanne attended
the Miss Rodeo America pageant in Las
Vegas as the candidate from lowa. Competing
in the pageant were 28 women from around
the country, and Jordanne was selected to be
one of the ten semi-finalists. Although it was
her close friend Haley McKenzie of South Da-
kota who took the title of Miss Rodeo America
2011, Jordanne had an exciting experience at
the competition.

On January 1, 2011, Jordanne was suc-
ceeded by Heidi Gansen of Zwingle, lowa,
who is currently Miss Rodeo lowa 2011. How-
ever, Jordanne has no plans to retire from the
rodeo scene. She will advise Heidi in her new
role, continue to promote the Exceptional
Rodeo and the Lake City Rodeo, serve on the
Miss Rodeo lowa Board, and resume competi-
tive barrel racing. Jordanne also plans to pur-
sue a career in marketing or broadcast jour-
nalism.

| commend Jordanne for her devotion to her
passion, her community and her state. | know
my colleagues in the United States Congress
will join me in congratulating and thanking her
for the work she has done as Miss Rodeo
lowa 2010. It is an honor to represent her in
Congress, and | wish her the best of luck in
the future.

——————

CENTER FOR AMERICAN VALUES
TRIBUTE

HON. SCOTT R. TIPTON

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, January 26, 2011

Mr. TIPTON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize The Center for American Values
(CAV) based in Pueblo, Colorado. They re-
cently opened their doors with a mission to
preserve fundamental American ideals includ-
ing honor, integrity and patriotism. The organi-
zation is committed to ensuring that the values
this nation was founded on are passed down
to future generations.

The Center for American Values launch late
last year was inspired by a few devoted indi-
viduals who seek to recognize citizens who
have taken great risks in the name of pro-
tecting America’s freedom. CAV’s mission
statement is concise: “A nonpartisan organiza-
tion committed to recognizing the need to
honor the extreme sacrifices made to help
sustain America’s values. We strive to ensure
these extraordinary actions are preserved . . .
forever.” CAV emphasizes Medal of Honor re-
cipients and other military heroes, and fittingly
so—Pueblo is the home of four Medal of
Honor recipients. Cofounders Drew Dix, a
Vietnam veteran and Medal of Honor winner,
and Dr. Adolph Padula, who produced a docu-
mentary on Medal of Honor recipients, saw
CAV as an opportunity to ensure that Amer-
ican citizens do not forget what makes our na-
tion unique and exceptional. Both men also
note that CAV honors heroes from all seg-
ments of society. For instance, the organiza-
tion stresses remembrance of those who have
taken economic risks when starting a new
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business. Regardless of their background,
risk-takers continue to propel our country for-
ward.

Currently, The Center for American Values
is directed by Tom Allee, with support from its
corporate officers Brad Padula and Drew Dix,
and board members Sue Smith and Bob Root.
CAV is lined with over 140 pictures of Medal
of Honor recipients and the building that the
organization occupies has been fully ren-
ovated from its previous crumbling state.
Through community outreach, educational op-
portunities, and frequent conferences and
partnerships with charitable organizations, the
CAV will continue to carry out its mission
statement for years to come. Ultimately, CAV
hopes to influence societal values on a na-
tional stage.

Mr. Speaker, it is with great pride that |
stand here today to recognize The Center for
American Values. Their commitment to the
public good and preservation of fundamental
American ideals is a great service to the citi-
zens of Pueblo and the nation at large.

————

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. DANNY K. DAVIS

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, January 26, 2011

Mr. DAVIS of lllinois. Mr. Speaker, | was un-
able to cast votes on the following legislative
measure. If | were present for roll call votes,
| would have voted “aye” for the following
vote: rollcall No. 12, January 18, 2011: On
Motion to Suspend the Rules and Pass, as
Amended: H.R. 292, Stop the Over Printing
(STOP) Act.

MARY WATT TRIBUTE
HON. SCOTT R. TIPTON

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, January 26, 2011

Mr. TIPTON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize Mary Watt of Montrose, Colorado.
She has an exemplary record of public service
to her community and has given countless
hours of service to her hometown.

Mary began her remarkable career in public
service in 1973, starting as an executive as-
sistant to the city manager of Montrose. In
1979, she was promoted to city clerk and
treasurer, where she handled a variety of
issues, including budget preparation, adminis-
tration of municipal elections, and interpreta-
tion of municipal and city ordinances. In 1993,
Mary was given the post of administrative
services director and city clerk. In this capacity
she was recognized as a top public adminis-
trator, receiving the Manager's Award for Ex-
cellence in 1996, which cited her ability to bal-
ance her professional duties while remaining
intensely involved in community service. Mary
has quickly climbed the professional ladder in
the past decade, rising from administrative
services director in 2004, to interim city man-
ager in 2005. In August 2005, the Montrose
City Council appointed her as full-time City
Manager, where she currently serves as CEO
of Montrose, Colorado.

Mary is capable of lending her managerial
and organizational skills in to a variety of
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roles—she is truly multitalented. For instance,
she served on the Montrose Chamber of Com-
merce, where she eventually led the organiza-
tion as president. Her outreach and influence
extends far beyond her professional life, too.
Since 1980, she has been an active member
of the Altrusa Club, a community service orga-
nization in Montrose. She has selflessly
helped guide the club in multiple roles, most
notably as president in 1986.

Mr. Speaker, | am honored to recognize
Mary’s track record as a reliable public leader.
She has given decades of her life in pursuit of
improving local government and her
community.

A TRIBUTE TO MAJOR GENERAL
VANG PAO

HON. JIM COSTA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, January 26, 2011

Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, | rise today with
my colleagues Mr. CARDOZA, Ms. BORDALLO
and Mr. KISSEL to honor the memory of Major
General Vang Pao of Fresno, California, who
passed away Thursday January 6th after a
battle with pneumonia.

Major General Vang Pao led the Royal Lao
Army during the Secret War in Laos, fighting
against the People’s Army of Vietnam in co-
operation with the Central Intelligence Agency
and United States military forces. Bravely
leading thousands of soldiers in a guerilla war
against communism, Vang Pao became a
hero, due to his leadership and dedication.

Growing up in the Xiengkhuang province,
Vang Pao became interested in military serv-
ice early in life. He left his family farm as a
teenager to join the French Military in defense
of his fellow Hmong as the Japanese invaded,
and began a historic military career. At the
end of World War 1l, and the departure of the
Japanese, Vang Pao was recruited as an offi-
cer in the First Indochina War to fight the Viet
Minh.

As he rose within the Royal Lao Army, Vang
Pao was heralded for his valor and dedication
and was the only ethnic Hmong to attain the
rank of General in the Royal Lao Army. In the
early 1960’s, when the CIA recruited Hmong
men in Laos to join a guerrilla unit during the
Vietham War, Vang Pao was chosen to be the
commander. As his Hmong soldiers rescued
downed American pilots from enemy territories
and defended American outposts in Laos, he
gained a reputation for being a disciplined,
honorable leader.

The Hmong soldiers also attacked many
North Vietnamese convoys that were using the
Ho Chi Minh trail from North Vietnam into
South Vietnam. By attacking these supply
routes, thousands of U.S. soldiers’ lives were
saved in South Vietnam. Vang Pao and the
Royal Lao Army valiantly fought for their
cause throughout the entire Secret War.

Immigrating to the United States in May of
1975, Major General Vang Pao was instru-
mental in negotiating the resettlement of thou-
sands of his fellow Hmong. Vang Pao contin-
ued his leadership after his exit from military
service. He was active in fostering U.S.-Lao
relations, and combating human rights abuses
abroad, as well as serving as an icon and
mentor to the Hmong-American community. A
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widely respected figure, General Vang Pao
was a constant feature at Hmong-American
events and celebrations nationwide.

Major General Vang Pao is survived by his
widow, Mrs. May Song Vang, 25 children, 68
grandchildren, 17 great grandchildren and nu-
merous friends and community members.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join Mr.
CARDOZA, Ms. BORDALLO, Mr. KISSEL and my-
self in honoring the life of Major General Vang
Pao as we offer our condolences to his family
and celebrate his memory and service to our
country.

DR. S.K. RAO MUSUNURU

HON. GUS M. BILIRAKIS

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, January 26, 2011

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor Dr. S.K. Rao Musunuru who will be rec-
ognized at the Community Aging and Retire-
ment Services (CARES) Annual Benefit on
February 5, 2011, for his continued philan-
thropic commitment to our community.

He began his formal study of medicine in
1968, but what is most noteworthy is his ability
to couple his medical expertise with commu-
nity involvement—enhancing the knowledge
base, furthering the medical profession, and
ensuring that local needs are met. While Dr.
Musunuru boasts numerous memberships in
nationally and internationally acclaimed organi-
zations, including the American Medical Asso-
ciation, the International Society of Heart
Transplantation, and the Society of Critical
Medicine, he is still mindful of the medical
needs in his own backyard.

He was instrumental in transforming a 50-
bed rural hospital into a 290-bed Heart Insti-
tute, meriting recognition for its high standard
of care. During his tenure as Chairman of the
Board for Pasco Hernando Community Col-
lege, the college had a 100 percent increase
in nursing enrollment, and he has been vocal
in his teachings of “proper prevention and
prompt intervention, so that people can live
longer and stronger.”

Dr. Musunuru’s involvement in the commu-
nity certainly does not go unrecognized. He
recently became the recipient of the 2010 Out-
standing Physician Award and, for the second
consecutive year, received Rotary Inter-
national’s highest honor, the Paul Harris Fel-
lowship recognition. While his accomplish-
ments and awards are extensive to list, words
cannot adequately acclaim Dr. Musunuru
achievements. The lives he has impacted are
countless, and | applaud him for his resolve to
use his talents to meet the growing needs of
the community and the larger medical profes-
sion.

TED VALERIO TRIBUTE
HON. SCOTT R. TIPTON

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Wednesday, January 26, 2011

Mr. TIPTON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize Detective Ted Valerio of Montrose,
Colorado. The Montrose Police Department
recently awarded him the Employee of the
Year for 2010, as well as a Merit Citation.
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Detective Valerio was hired on April 30,
2001. Since then, his superiors and coworkers
have recognized him as a respected individual
of exceptional character and integrity. Detec-
tive Valerio has taken the lead and solved a
number of important felony cases in the past
decade and continues to prove himself an
asset on the force. Aside from his responsibil-
ities as a detective, he administers pre-hire
polygraph exams for all police department em-
ployees—he is the second polygraph exam-
iner to ever work in the Montrose Police De-
partment. Detective Valerio also serves on the
Montrose Special Weapons and Tactics team
(SWAT), which carries a great risk of personal
injury.

JMX Speaker, Detective Valerio is consum-
mate law enforcement professional and | am
proud to congratulate him on his recent
awards. | would also like to thank him and the
countless other officers who continue to serve
their communities.

———

IN RECOGNITION OF MELVIN E.
FERRO

HON. JOHN GARAMENDI

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, January 26, 2011

Mr. GARAMENDI. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
in honor of Corporal Melvin E. Ferro, who is
retiring after more than 28 years of law en-
forcement service to the City of Fairfield. As
his colleagues, friends and family gather to-
gether to celebrate the next chapter of his life,
| ask all of my colleagues to join me in salut-
ing this outstanding public servant and de-
fender of peace and safety.

Mel started his law enforcement career
when he was hired as a Police Officer with the
Fairfield Police Department on March 19,
1982. As an officer, he worked in various ca-
pacities including Patrol, Investigations, and
Field Training. He earned awards for his per-
formance, including Police Officer of the Year
for 1994, and twice he was named Police Offi-
cer of the Quarter—June through October
2000 and again for July through December
2007. Mel served as a Field Training Officer
beginning in 1995 and was later promoted to
Police Corporal on December 31, 1999.

One of Mel's most significant contributions
to the Fairfield Police Department has been
his expertise in investigating and solving major
crimes. His knowledge and memory pertaining
to the activity and association of criminals in
the area was a resource for the entire Police
Department. He took community-orientated
policing to a new level because he made an
effort to learn where criminals lived in Fairfield,
and he tracked their travel and associates. Ad-
ditionally, as a trainer of fellow police officers,
he taught what most police officers rarely de-
velop—the craft of being a police officer.

Mel was a valued employee and leader in
the Fairfield Police Department. His commit-
ment to the community was unwavering. He
was a loyal representative of the law enforce-
ment community and admired amongst his
peers for his hard work, dedication and posi-
tive work ethic.

Mr. Speaker, | am truly honored to pay trib-
ute to this dedicated public servant. | ask all
of my colleagues to join with me in wishing
Melvin E. Ferro continued success and happi-
ness in all of his future endeavors.
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. JOHN C. CARNEY, JR.

OF DELAWARE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, January 26, 2011

Mr. CARNEY. Mr. Speaker, on rollcall No.
18, had | been present, | would have voted

——————

MARIANNA RAFTOPOULOS
TRIBUTE

HON. SCOTT R. TIPTON

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, January 26, 2011

Mr. TIPTON. Mr. Speaker, it is my great
privilege as the representative of Colorado’s
3rd district to rise and pay tribute to the inspi-
rational life of Mrs. Marianna Raftopoulos.
Mrs. Raftopoulos was a woman with a deep
sense of civic conviction, a loving wife and
mother of three.

Marianna Raftopoulos was raised on a
sheep ranch in Western Colorado, and the
spirit of the west remained with her for the du-
ration of her exemplary life. After graduating
from the University of Colorado, Marianna pur-
sued many passions. Most notably were her
efforts to improve Moffat County, and the Col-
orado Republican Party. She was a champion
of many causes including chairwoman of the
Republican Central Committee, The Moffat
Tunnel Commission, The Moffat County Eco-
nomic Development Partnership, and served
as a Moffat County commissioner and chair-
woman of Colorado Wildlife Commission. With
the passing of Marianna Raftopoulos, Western
Colorado has lost an inspiring leader, and our
nation has lost a great patriot.

Mr. Speaker, it has been a true honor to
stand in tribute and pay respect to the life of
Mrs. Marianna Raftopoulos. She was a great
leader, who is still greatly missed.

———
RECOGNIZING BONNIE ARD AS
WALTON COUNTY, FLORIDA’S

EDUCATIONAL SUPPORT PERSON
OF THE YEAR

HON. JEFF MILLER

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, January 26, 2011

Mr. MILLER of Florida. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize Mrs. Bonnie Ard as the
2012 Walton County, Florida Educational Sup-
port Person of the Year. | am honored to rec-
ognize her achievements and her dedication
to the students and teachers of northwest
Florida.

Bonnie Ard is the secretary for Maude
Sanders Elementary School in DeFuniak
Springs, Florida. Mrs. Ard considers the fac-
ulty and staff at the school to be a team and
part of her family. She sets the tone for the
rest of the school’s faculty and staff, using her
space in the front office to establish a profes-
sional, caring, and family-friendly environment
that epitomizes the work of the faculty and
staff at Maude Sanders Elementary. Tracey
Dickey, Principal of Maude Sanders Elemen-
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tary, extols Mrs. Ard’s excellent rapport with
the parents and students of the school and
her steadfast desire to seek to serve the par-
ents and students of Maude Sanders Elemen-
tary as efficiently as possible.

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the United States
Congress, | am privileged to recognize Bonnie
Ard as the Walton County Educational Support
Person of the Year. Her passion for the stu-
dents of Maude Sanders Elementary is laud-
able and her dedication to her profession is
exemplary. My wife Vicki joins me in congratu-
lating Mrs. Ard, and we wish her all the best.

————

HONORING THE ACCOMPLISH-
MENTS OF SARAH BRACHMAN

HON. RALPH M. HALL

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, January 26, 2011

Mr. HALL. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to rec-
ognize a fellow Texan; Sarah Brachman, who
has been named the National Down Syn-
drome Society’s 2011 Advocate of the Year.

This young lady is one of more than
400,000 Americans living with Down Syn-
drome, but that has never slowed her down.
She is more engaged than many in our polit-
ical system—having interned here in Wash-
ington and in both Federal and State legisla-
tive offices in Kentucky where she’s in school.
And she truly is an advocate for the disabled,
happily talking to anyone who will listen about
her life and what it means to live with a dis-
ability, and personally recruiting over thirty
Members of Congress, myself included, for the
Congressional Down Syndrome Caucus.

Mr. Speaker, | hope you and all of our col-
leagues will join me in congratulating Sarah
for this well deserved honor.

———

CELEBRATING THE CITY OF
BROOKLYN CENTER’S CENTENNIAL

HON. ERIK PAULSEN

OF MINNESOTA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, January 26, 2011

Mr. PAULSEN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize a wonderful community in my dis-
trict, Brooklyn Center. 2011 is no ordinary year
for Brooklyn Center, as next week they will
celebrate their centennial.

A quaint suburb located west of Min-
neapolis, throughout its 100-year history,
Brooklyn Center has embraced growth, the im-
portance of family values, and the develop-
ment of industry, all while maintaining its
small-town charm.

Brooklyn Center’s residents take great pride
in its many diverse and successful residents,
its great schools, many shops and recreation
options—including the famous  Dudley/
Budweiser Minnesota Classic Softball Tour-
nament.

As an avid biker, | appreciate Brooklyn Cen-
ter's acres of picturesque parks and miles of
trails. The city’s many nature areas are a
great representation of the community’s pride
and commitment to civic improvement.

Congratulations Brooklyn Center on 100
years of being “a great place to start and a
great place to stay.” I'm sorry | won’t be there
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to celebrate with you, but | hope your Centen-
nial Celebration is truly the “Party of the Cen-
tury.”

———
RECOGNIZING VANESSA BUMP AS
WALTON COUNTY, FLORIDA’S

TEACHER OF THE YEAR
HON. JEFF MILLER

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, January 26, 2011

Mr. MILLER of Florida. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize Mrs. Vanessa Bump as the
2012 Walton County, Florida Teacher of the
Year. For twenty years, Mrs. Bump has been
an inspiration to her students, colleagues, and
community; | am honored to recognize her
achievements.

During her career as an educator, Vanessa
Bump has served as the Media Specialist at
Bay Elementary School, the Library/Media
Specialist at Walton High School, and as a
Social Studies Teacher in the Escambia Coun-
ty School District. She currently teaches Social
Studies and Journalism at 